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CONGRATULATING AN ATHEIST
Normally, when I meet an atheist, the first thing I like to do is
to congratulate him and say, " My special congratulations to you",
because most of the people who believe in God are doing blind
belief - he is a Christian, because his father is a Christian; he
is a Hindu, because his father is a Hindu; the majority of the
people in the world are blindly following the religion of their
fathers. An atheist, on the other hand, even though he may belong
to a religious family, uses his intellect to deny the existence of
God; what ever concept or qualities of God he may have learnt in
his religion may not seem to be logical to him. My Muslim brothers
may question me, "Zakir, why are you congratulating an atheist?"
The reason that I am congratulating an atheist is because he agrees
with the first part of the Shahada i.e. the Islamic Creed, ‘La
ilaaha’ - meaning ‘there is no God’. So half my job is already
done; now the only part left is ‘il lallah’ i.e. ‘BUT ALLAH’ which
I shall do Insha Allah. With others (who are not atheists) I have
to first remove from their minds the wrong concept of God they may
have and then put the correct concept of one true God. LOGICAL
CONCEPT OF GOD My first question to the atheist will be: "What is
the definition of God?" For a person to say there is no God, he
should know what is the meaning of God. If I hold a book and say
that ‘this is a pen’, for the opposite person to say, ‘it is not a
pen’, he should know what is the definition of a pen, even if he
does not know nor is able to recognise or identify the object I am
holding in my hand. For him to say this is not a pen, he should at
least know what a pen means. Similarly for an atheist to say ‘there
is no God’, he should at least know the concept of God. His concept
of God would be derived from the surroundings in which he lives.
The god that a large number of people worship has got human
qualities - therefore he does not believe in such a god. Similarly
a Muslim too does not and should not believe in such false gods. If
a non-Muslim believes that Islam is a merciless religion with
something to do with terrorism; a religion which does not give
rights to women; a religion which contradicts science; in his
limited sense that non-Muslim is correct to reject such Islam. The
problem is he has a wrong picture of Islam. Even I reject such a
false picture of Islam, but at the same time, it becomes my duty as
a Muslim to present the correct picture of Islam to that non-Muslim
i.e. Islam is a merciful religion, it gives equal rights to the
women, it is not incompatible with logic, reason and science; if I
present the correct facts about Islam, that non-Muslim may
Inshallah accept Islam. Similarly the atheist rejects the false
gods and the duty of every Muslim is to present the correct concept
of God which he shall Insha Allah not refuse. (You may refer to my
article, ‘Concept of God in Islam’, for more details) QUR’AN AND
MODERN SCIENCE The methods of proving the existence of God with
usage of the material provided in the ‘Concept of God in Islam’ to
an atheist may satisfy some but not all. Many atheists demand a
scientific proof for the existence of God. I agree that today is
the age of science and technology. Let us use scientific knowledge
to kill two birds with one stone, i.e. to prove the existence of
God and simultaneously prove that the Qur’an is a revelation of
God. If a new object or a machine, which no one in the world has
ever seen or heard of before, is shown to an atheist or any person
and then a question is asked, " Who is the first person who will be
able to provide details of the mechanism of this unknown object?
After little bit of thinking, he will reply, ‘the creator of that
object.’ Some may say ‘the producer’ while others may say ‘the
manufacturer.’ What ever answer the person gives, keep it in your
mind, the answer will always be either the creator, the producer,
the manufacturer or some what of the same meaning, i.e. the person
who has made it or created it. Don’t grapple with words, whatever
answer he gives, the meaning will be same, therefore accept it.
SCIENTIFIC FACTS MENTIONED IN THE QUR’AN: for details on this
subject please refer to my book, ‘THE QUR’AN AND MODERN SCIENCE –
COMPATIBLE OR INCOMPATIBLE? THEORY OF PROBABILITY In mathematics
there is a theory known as ‘Theory of Probability’. If you have two
options, out of which one is right, and one is wrong, the chances
that you will chose the right one is half, i.e. one out of the two
will be correct. You have 50% chances of being correct. Similarly
if you toss a coin the chances that your guess will be correct is
50% (1 out of 2) i.e. 1/2. If you toss a coin the second time, the
chances that you will be correct in the second toss is again 50%
i.e. half. But the chances that you will be correct in both the
tosses is half multiplied by half (1/2 x 1/2) which is equal to 1/4
i.e. 50% of 50% which is equal to 25%. If you toss a coin the third
time, chances that you will be correct all three times is (1/2 x
1/2 x 1/2) that is 1/8 or 50% of 50% of 50% that is 12½%. A dice
has got six sides. If you throw a dice and guess any number between
1 to 6, the chances that your guess will be correct is 1/6. If you
throw the dice the second time, the chances that your guess will be
correct in both the throws is (1/6 x 1/6) which is equal to 1/36.
If you throw the dice the third time, the chances that all your
three guesses are correct is (1/6 x 1/6 x 1/6) is equal to 1/216
that is less than 0.5 %. Let us apply this theory of probability to
the Qur’an, and assume that a person has guessed all the
information that is mentioned in the Qur’an which was unknown at
that time. Let us discuss the probability of all the guesses being
simultaneously correct. At the time when the Qur’an was revealed,
people thought the world was flat, there are several other options
for the shape of the earth. It could be triangular, it could be
quadrangular, pentagonal, hexagonal, heptagonal, octagonal,
spherical, etc. Lets assume there are about 30 different options
for the shape of the earth. The Qur’an rightly says it is
spherical, if it was a guess the chances of the guess being correct
is 1/30. The light of the moon can be its own light or a reflected
light. The Qur’an rightly says it is a reflected light. If it is a
guess, the chances that it will be correct is 1/2 and the
probability that both the guesses i.e the earth is spherical and
the light of the moon is reflected light is 1/30 x 1/2 = 1/60.
Further, the Qur’an also mentions every living thing is made of
water. Every living thing can be made up of either wood, stone,
copper, aluminum, steel, silver, gold, oxygen, nitrogen, hydrogen,
oil, water, cement, concrete, etc. The options are say about
10,000. The Qur’an rightly says that everything is made up of
water. If it is a guess, the chances that it will be correct is
1/10,000 and the probability of all the three guesses i.e. the
earth is spherical, light of moon is reflected light and everything
is created from water being correct is 1/30 x 1/2 x 1/10,000 =
1/60,000 which is equal to about .0017%. The Qur’an speaks about
hundreds of things that were not known to men at the time of its
revelation. Only in three options the result is .0017%. I leave it
upto you, to work out the probability if all the hundreds of the
unknown facts were guesses, the chances of all of them being
correct guesses simultaneously and there being not a single wrong
guess. It is beyond human capacity to make all correct guesses
without a single mistake, which itself is sufficient to prove to a
logical person that the origin of the Qur’an is Divine. CREATOR IS
THE AUTHOR OF THE QUR’AN The only logical answer to the question as
to who could have mentioned all these scientific facts 1400 years
ago before they were discovered, is exactly the same answer
initially given by the atheist or any person, to the question who
will be the first person who will be able to tell the mechanism of
the unknown object. It is the ‘CREATOR’, the producer, the
Manufacturer of the whole universe and its contents. In the English
language He is ‘God’, or more appropriate in the Arabic language,
‘ALLAH’. QUR’AN IS A BOOK OF SIGNS AND NOT SCIENCE Let me remind
you that the Qur’an is not a book of Science, ‘S-C-I-E-N-C-E’ but a
book of Signs ‘S-I-G-N-S’ i.e. a book of ayaats. The Qur’an
contains more than 6,000 ayaats, i.e. ‘signs’, out of which more
than a thousand speak about Science. I am not trying to prove that
the Qur’an is the word of God using scientific knowledge as a yard
stick because any yardstick is supposed to be more superior than
what is being checked or verified. For us Muslims the Qur’an is the
Furqan i.e. criteria to judge right from wrong and the ultimate
yardstick which is more superior to scientific knowledge. But for
an educated man who is an atheist, scientific knowledge is the
ultimate test which he believes in. We do know that science many a
times takes ‘U’ turns, therefore I have restricted the examples
only to scientific facts which have sufficient proof and evidence
and not scientific theories based on assumptions. Using the
ultimate yardstick of the atheist, I am trying to prove to him that
the Qur’an is the word of God and it contains the scientific
knowledge which is his yardstick which was discovered recently,
while the Qur’an was revealed 1400 year ago. At the end of the
discussion, we both come to the same conclusion that God though
superior to science, is not incompatible with it. SCIENCE IS
ELIMINATING MODELS OF GOD BUT NOT GOD Francis Bacon, the famous
philosopher, has rightly said that a little knowledge of science
makes man an atheist, but an in-depth study of science makes him a
believer in God. Scientists today are eliminating models of God,
but they are not eliminating God. If you translate this into
Arabic, it is La illaha illal la, There is no god, (god with a
small ‘g’ that is fake god) but God (with a capital ‘G’). Surah
Fussilat: "Soon We will show them our signs in the (farthest)
regions (of the earth), and in their own souls, until it becomes
manifest to them that this is the Truth. Is it not enough that thy
Lord doth witness all things?" [Al-Quran 41:53] 
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The Quran is the holy book which Muslims recite and turn to for
guidance in all aspects of their lives.
  
 Its verses have remained intact since their original
revelation by God in the 7
thcentury. This brochure explains the divine origin of
the Quran by elaborating upon its preservation, authenticity and
miracles. It also discusses the Quranic message which has universal
appeal and is relevant for all times.


The Quran is the last testament in a series of divine
revelations from God (
Allah in Arabic). It consists of the unaltered and direct
words of God, which were revealed through the Angel Gabriel to
Muhammad
p, the final prophet of Islam, more than 1400 years
ago.

Islam is a continuation of the message received by previous
prophets, such as Noah, Abraham, David, Moses and Jesus, peace be
upon them all. Therefore, the Quran maintains the pure teachings of
previous revelations, including the Torah and the Gospel. The Quran
describes that all the prophets taught people to believe in the One
God, the Creator. The messengers also instructed them to spend
their lives with God-consciousness, doing good deeds and avoiding
sins. Moreover, they warned their fellow humans of accountability
in the afterlife, a subject which the Quran returns to again and
again.

Since its revelation, the Quran (also spelled ‘Koran’) has
remained preserved in its exact, primary text. While numerous
translations of the Quran exist, they are all based on the single,
original Arabic script, making the Quran unique from previous
scriptures in its pure authenticity.



Quran’s Message

The distinctive approach of the Quran is that its spiritual
message includes practical injunctions aimed at the general welfare
of individuals, society and the environment in which we live.

The Quran’s message is eternal and
universal, transcending our differences in race, color, ethnicity
and nationality. It provides guidance on every facet of human life
– from economics and the ethics of trade to marriage, divorce,
parenting, gender issues and inheritance.

Monotheism is a prominent theme of the Quran, affirming that
God is One without any partners. In a concisely-worded Quranic
chapter, God commands, 
“Say, ‘He is God the One, God the eternal. He begot no one nor
was He begotten. No one is comparable to Him’”(112:1-4). [Read
more: 

Belief in One God]

A foundational message in the Quran is its emphasis on
righteous conduct built on firm belief and love for God. The Quran
acknowledges human desires while reminding individuals to cultivate
their souls. In addition, God calls on humans to use their
intellect and reflect on the world around them. The Quran
encourages humankind to recognize the signs of God’s existence in
the precise order of the universe and the careful placement of
every object in the total scheme of creation.

As Cat Stevens (Yusuf Islam), former British pop star, has
expressed, 
“Everything made so much sense. This is the beauty of the
Quran; it asks you to reflect and reason… When I read the Quran
further, it talked about prayer, kindness and charity. I was not a
Muslim yet, but I felt the only answer for me was the Quran and God
had sent it to me.”



Quran’s Preservation

Muslims believe that God sent many
revelations to humanity throughout history, and over time they
underwent changes from their original form. However, God chose to
preserve His message to humanity in His final revelation, the
Quran. Yet, one might wonder, which evidence supports the claim
that the Quran has never been modified?

The Quran was revealed to Prophet Muhammad
p over a period of 23 years. The unique rhythmic style
of the Quran made it easy to memorize, which has been the main
source of its preservation. Moreover, since Prophet Muhammad
p could not read or write, he appointed scribes to
record the Quran as it was being revealed to him. Thus, the
complete Quran was not only memorized by Prophet Muhammad
p and many of his companions, but it also existed in its
entirety in written form during his lifetime. [Read more: 

Biography of Muhammad (pbuh) by a non-Muslim]

Within a year after Prophet Muhammad
p’s death, a manuscript of the entire Quran was
assembled by a committee led by his chief scribe, who followed
stringent criteria to safeguard against any errors. This copy was
approved unanimously by Prophet Muhammad
p’s companions, including hundreds that had memorized
the entire Quran. Eventually, several copies of the Quran were
compiled in book form and distributed to the major Muslim cities.
One such copy is currently at the museum in Tashkent and a
facsimile of it, produced in 1905, is available in the Columbia
University Library.

The process of memorization began during Prophet Muhammad
p’s life and is still emphasized by Muslims to this day.
In his book, 
An Introduction to Hadith, John Burton explains that oral
transmission through the generations aids preservation by
diminishing reliance solely on written records. Manuscripts which
are not protected through memorization can be altered, edited or
lost overtime. However, a book that is committed to memory by
millions of people across the world over centuries cannot be
changed due to the amount of people who know it
word-for-word.


  
God promises in the Quran, “We have, without doubt, sent down
the Message; and We will assuredly Guard it (from corruption)”

  
(15:9).




Quran’s Authenticity

Many people mistakenly believe that the
Quran was authored by Prophet Muhammad
p. In fact, the Quran is the preserved speech of God. At
the same time, one might ask, which proofs indicate that the Quran
is the Word of God and not the writings of Prophet Muhammad
p?

In the Quran, God addresses Prophet Muhammad
p, “
You never recited any Scripture before We revealed this one to
you; you never wrote one down with your hand” (29:48). In
other words, Prophet Muhammad
p, who was known to be illiterate, neither read any
previous scriptures nor wrote the Quran.

Prophet Muhammad
p was greatly regarded in his society for his superior
character and exceptional manners, earning him the title of the
‘Truthful One.’ Even after his prophethood, the elite of Mecca were
ready to make him their leader, so long as he allowed them to
continue their pagan lifestyles. Yet, he was willing to forego all
worldly glory in order to fulfill his mission. As a result, he
suffered patiently through persecution and exile before ultimately
succeeding in revolutionizing the entire Arabian Peninsula.

Through it all, God kept on revealing the Quran to him
piecemeal. Occasionally, the revelations stopped temporarily,
reminding him and others that he had no control over them. Once,
when two envoys posed some questions to him, he replied, “Tomorrow
I will tell you.” He expected God will inspire the answers in him
through revelation and he waited for Angel Gabriel. However,
revelation did not come during the next few weeks even as Meccans
taunted him. Finally, God sent him the response while admonishing
him, “Do not say of anything, ‘I will do that tomorrow,’ without
adding, ‘God willing’” (Quran, 18:23-24).

The Quran was revealed at a time when the Arabs excelled in
oral poetry. However, despite his intelligence, Prophet Muhammad
p was not skilled in composing poetry. Yet, when the
Quranic verses were recited, they stunned even the most acclaimed
poets in the society. Deeply moved by the rhythmic tone, literary
merit and penetrating wisdom of the Quran, many converted to Islam.
Indeed, the science of Arabic grammar was developed after the
revelation of the Quran, using the Quran as a basis for devising
its rules.

There are many miracles in the Quran which themselves attest
to the fact that this truly is a divine scripture.



Quran’s Miracles

The Quran mentions phenomena that were unknown at the time. In
fact, many were only recently discovered by modern science.

For example, God describes the stages of human development in
the womb:


We created man from an essence of clay, then We placed him as a
drop of fluid in a safe place, then We made that drop into a
clinging form, and We made that form into a lump of flesh, and We
made that lump into bones, and We clothed those bones with flesh,
and later We made him into other forms –– glory be to God, the best
of creators! (Quran, 23:12-14)

Professor Keith Moore, a prominent scientist of anatomy and
embryology at the University of Toronto, Canada, has stated, 
“It has been a great pleasure for me to help clarify
statements in the Quran about human development. It is clear to me
that these statements must have come to Muhammad from God … because
almost all of this knowledge was not discovered until many
centuries later.”

The Quran also describes the expansion of the universe: 
“And it is We who have built the universe with (Our creative)
power; and verily, it is We who are steadily expanding it” 
(51:47). It was not until 1925, when Edwin Hubble provided
evidence of receding galaxies, that the expanding universe came to
be accepted as a scientific fact.

Professor Alfred Kroner, a world-famous geologist, explained: 
“Thinking about many of these questions and thinking where
Muhammad came from, he was after all a Bedouin, I think it is
almost impossible that he could have known about things like the
common origin of the universe, because scientists have only found
out within the last few years with very complicated and advanced
technological methods that this is the case.”

[

Click here to learn more about the miracles of Quran.]



Quran’s Universality


“This is the Scripture in which there is no doubt, containing
guidance for those who are mindful of God, who believe in the
unseen…” (Quran, 2:2-3).

The Quranic message is relevant to every nation and era –
another proof that the Quran is truly the Word of God. Intending
for this Book to remain a source of guidance, inspiration, wisdom
and healing for all of humanity, God designed its message to
transcend the bounds of time.

The Quran’s divine message applies to all aspects of life and
rises above the superficial differences among humans. Its teachings
guide the spiritual, social and intellectual needs of humanity. It
encourages us to remember God often, to humble ourselves before
Him, to fulfill our promises, to work together as a community and
to remain patient and perseverant in times of hardship. Quranic
stories teach us the importance of placing our trust in God,
speaking the truth in the face of injustice and dealing with fellow
humans with mercy.

In a world starved of love and compassion, the Quran’s
universal message provides the solution to the collective despair
of the human condition. We invite you to open it and receive the
great benefit this book has to offer.


  

This is a blessed Book which We sent down to you [Muhammad],
for people to ponder over its message, and for those with
understanding to be reminded. (Quran, 38:29)



  
Note: The subscript 
p next to Prophet Muhammad
p represents the invocation Muslims say with his name:
May God’s peace and blessings be upon him.
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The most fundamental teaching of
Islam is to believe in the Oneness of God, in the sense of His
being the only Creator, Preserver, Nourisher, etc. But this belief
is not enough. Many of the idolaters knew and believed that only
the Supreme God could do all this and yet they associated other
gods with Him. Therefore, one must acknowledge the fact that it is
God alone who deserves to be worshipped, and thus abstain from
worshipping any other thing or being. Likewise, Muslims believe
that God has no father or mother, no son or daughter. None is equal
to Him. He is God of all humankind, not of a special tribe or race.
Worship of God alone and no one else The Quran, the holy book of
Islam, reminds us of the falsity of all alleged gods. To the
worshippers of man-made objects, it asks: ‘How can you worship
things you carve with your own hands, when it is God who has
created you and all your handiwork?’ (37:95-96) At another point,
God says, “Say, ‘Why do you take protectors other than Him, who can
neither benefit nor harm even themselves?’ Say, ‘Are the blind
equal to those who can see? And are the depths of darkness equal to
the light?’ Have the partners they assign to God created anything
like His creation so that their creation is indistinguishable from
His? Say,‘God is the Creator of all things: He is the One, the All
Compelling.’” (13:16) To the worshippers of heavenly bodies the
Quran cites the story of Abraham: “When the night grew dark over
him he saw a star and said, ‘This is my Lord,’ but when it set, he
said, ‘I do not like things that set.’ And when he saw the moon
rising he said, ‘This is my Lord,’ but when it too set, he said,
‘If my Lord does not guide me, I shall be one of those who go
astray.’ Then he saw the sun rising and cried, ‘This is my Lord!
This is greater.’ But when the sun set, he said, ‘My people, I
disown all that you worship beside God. I have turned my face as a
true believer towards Him who created the heavens and the earth. I
am not one of the polytheists.’” (6:76-79) Importance of Faith:
Belief in God Unseen Having achieved this knowledge of the One True
God, one should constantly have faith in Him, and should allow
nothing to induce them to deny the truth. When true faith enters a
person’s heart, it impacts the person’s outlook and behavior.
Prophet Muhammad, the final messenger of Islam, said, “Faith is
that which resides firmly in the heart and which is proved by
deeds.” (Read more: Faith: Belief in the Unseen) One of the
striking results of faith is the feeling of gratitude towards God,
which could be said to be the essence of worship. Believers love,
and are grateful to, God for the bounties He bestowed upon them.
They are aware of the fact that their good deeds can never be
equivalent to Divine favors, and therefore they are always anxious
to please God. They remembers God often. The Quran promotes this
feeling of gratitude by repeating the attributes of God very
frequently. (Learn more about Gratitude in Islam here!) “He is God:
there is no god other than Him. It is He who knows what is hidden
as well as what is in the open, He is the Lord of Mercy, the Giver
of Mercy. He is God: there is no god other than Him, the
Controller, the Holy One, Source of Peace, Granter of Security,
Guardian over all, the Almighty, the Compeller, the Truly Great;
God is far above anything they consider to be His partner. He is
God: the Creator, the Originator, the Shaper. The best names belong
to Him. Everything in the heavens and earth glorifies Him: He is
the Almighty, the Wise.” (59:22-24) 
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“In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the
alternation of night and day, there are signs for people with
intelligence”
  
  
[Quran 3:190]


INTRODUCTION

Ever since the dawn of mankind, we have sought to understand
nature and our place in it. In this quest for our purpose of life
many people have turned to religion. Most religions are based on
books claimed by their followers to be divinely inspired, without
any proof.  Islam is different because it is based upon reason and
proof.

There are clear signs that the book of Islam, the Quran, is
the word of God. There are many reasons that support this
claim:

There are scientific and historical facts found in the Quran
which were unknown to the people at the time, and have only been
discovered recently.

The Quran came in a unique style of language that cannot be
replicated, this is known as the 
‘Inimitability of the Quran.’

There are predictions made in the Quran and by the Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) which have come
to pass.

This booklet lays out and explains the scientific facts that
are found in the Quran, centuries before they were discovered. It
is important to note that the Quran is not a book of science, but a
book of 
‘signs’. These signs are there for people to recognise
Allah’s existence and revelation. Science sometimes takes a 
‘U-turn’, what is scientifically correct today is false a
few years later. In this booklet only established scientific facts
are considered, not just theories or hypothesis. Before we move
onto the scientific facts found in the Quran, the next section is a
quick introduction to the concept of God in Islam.


  
CONCEPT OF GOD


In Islam, God is nothing like a human being or like anything
that we can imagine. The concept of God is summarised in the Quran
as:



  “SAY, HE IS Allah, THE ONE, GOD, THE ABSOLUTE, HE DOES NOT
  GIVE BIRTH, NOR WAS HE BORN, AND THERE IS NOTHING LIKE HIM.”
[112:1-4]

Allah gave us intelligence so we could use it to recognise his
existence and to follow his guidance. When we reflect upon the
nature of our world, we see order everywhere from the water cycle
to the movement of the earth around the sun. 
Commenting on the order found in the universe, the physicist
Stephen Hawking explains that the overwhelming
impression:


  

    
“IS ONE OF ORDER, THE MORE WE DISCOVER ABOUT THE UNIVERSE, THE
MORE WE FIND THAT IT IS GOVERNED BY RATIONAL LAWS.”
  


This observation is shared by the vast majority of
scientists.

Since the universe has order and is governed by the 
‘laws of science’, we should question how this order came
about. The most effective way to answer this question is to reason
to the best conclusion. Take your mobile phone for example: your
phone is made of glass, plastic and metal. Glass comes from sand,
plastic comes from oil and metal is extracted from the ground.
Imagine you were walking in a desert (where there is lots of oil,
sand and metals in the ground), and you found a mobile phone lying
around. Would you believe that it came together by itself? That the
Sun shone, the wind blew, lightning struck, the oil bubbled to the
surface and mixed with the sand and metal, and over millions of
years the mobile phone came together by chance?



No one would believe such an explanation. A mobile phone is
clearly something that was put together in an organised way, so it
would be rational to believe that it must have an organiser. In the
same way, when we see the order in the universe around us, isn’t it
rational to say that the universe has an organiser?

This 
‘organiser’ is best explained by the existence of God. God
is the one who bought about the order in the universe. Since Allah
created the world, it makes sense that he would send a message to
us about our purpose in life. Muslims believe this message is the
Quran.


  
 Allah is not male or female, the word ‘Him’ when used for God
does not refer to gender



  
SCIENTIFIC FACTS IN THE QURAN


The Quran was revealed to the 
Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) in the 7th century. Science at the time was primitive.
There were no telescopes, microscopes or anything even close to the
technology we have today.

People believed that the sun orbited the earth and that the
sky was held up by big pillars at the corners of a flat earth.
Within this backdrop the Quran was revealed, and it contains many
scientific facts on topics ranging from Astronomy through to
Biology.

Some people may claim that the Quran was changed as new
scientific facts were discovered. But this cannot be the case,
because it is a historically documented fact that the Quran is
preserved in its original language. The Quran was written down and
memorised by people during the lifetime of the 
Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him). One of the copies of the Quran which was written a few
years after the death of 
the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) is preserved in a museum in Uzbekistan. This copy is over
1400 years old and is exactly the same as the Arabic Quran that we
have today.


  
The following are nine scientific facts found in the
Quran:



  
1: ORIGIN OF LIFE


Water is essential for all living things. We all know that
water is vital to life, but the Quran makes a very unusual
claim:


“WE MADE EVERY LIVING THING FROM WATER? WILL THEY NOT
BELIEVE?”[21:30]

In this verse, water is pointed out as the origin of all life.
All living things are made of cells. We now know that cells are
mostly made up of water. For example, 
80% of the cytoplasm (basic cell material) of a standard animal
cell is described as water in biology textbooks.

The fact that living things consist mostly of water was
discovered only after the invention of the microscope. In the
deserts of Arabia, the last thing someone would have guessed is
that all life came from water.


  
2: IRON


Iron is not natural to the earth. It did not form on the earth
but came down to earth from outer space. This may sound strange but
it’s true.

Scientists have found that billions of years ago the earth was
struck by meteorites. These meteorites were carrying Iron from
distant stars which had exploded.

The Quran says the following on the origin of Iron:


“WE SENT DOWN IRON WITH ITS GREAT INHERENT STRENGTH AND ITS
MANY BENEFITS FOR HUMANKIND”[57:25]

God uses the words 
‘sent down’ for Iron. It is clear from the verse that Iron
is not an earthly material, but was sent down for the benefit of
humanity. The fact that Iron came down to earth from outer space is
something which could not be known by the primitive science of the
7th century.


  
3: SKY’S PROTECTION


The sky plays a crucial role in protecting the earth. The sky
protects the earth from the lethal rays of the sun. If the sky did
not exist then the sun’s radiation would have killed off all life
on earth.

It also acts like a blanket wrapped around the earth, to
protect it from the freezing cold of space. The temperature just
above the sky is approximately -270oC. If this temperature was to
reach earth then the planet would freeze over instantly. The sky
also protects life on earth by warming the surface through heat
retention (greenhouse effect), and reducing temperature extremes
between day and night. These are some of the many protective
functions of the sky.

The Quran asks us to consider the sky in the following
verse:


“WE MADE THE SKY A PROTECTIVE CEILING. AND YET THEY ARE
TURNING AWAY FROM OUR SIGNS!” [21:32]

The Quran points to the sky’s protection as a sign of Allah.
The protective properties of the sky were discovered by scientific
research conducted in the 20th century.

4: MOUNTAINS

The Quran draws our attention to a very important
characteristic of mountains:


“DID WE NOT MAKE THE EARTH A RESTING PLACE? AND THE
MOUNTAINS AS STAKES?”[78:6-7]

The Quran indicates that mountains have deep roots by using
the word stakes to describe them. In fact, mountains do have deep
roots, and the word stakes is an accurate description for them. A
book titled ‘Earth’ by Geophysicist Frank Press explains that
mountains are like stakes, and are buried deep under the surface of
the earth.Mount Everest, the height of which is approximately 9 km
above ground, has a root deeper than 125 km.

The fact that mountains have deep ‘stake’ like roots was not
known until after the development of the theory of plate tectonics
in the beginning of the 20th century.


  
5: EXPANSION OF THE UNIVERSE


At a time when the science of Astronomy was still primitive,
the expansion of the universe was described in the Quran:


“AND IT IS WE WHO HAVE BUILT THE UNIVERSE WITH [OUR
CREATIVE] POWER AND KEEP EXPANDING IT.”[51:47]

The fact that the universe is expanding was discovered in the
last century. The physicist Stephen Hawking in his book 
‘A Brief History of Time’ writes, 
“The discovery that the universe is expanding was one of the
great intellectual revolutions of the 20th century.” 
The Quran mentioned the expansion of the universe even
before the invention of the telescope!


  
6: SUN’S ORBIT


In 1512 the astronomer Nicholas Copernicus put forward his
theory that the Sun is motionless at the centre of the solar
system, and that the planets revolve around it.

The belief that the Sun is stationary was widespread amongst
astronomers until the 20th century. It is now a well-established
scientific fact that the Sun is not stationary, but is moving in an
orbit around the centre of our Milky Way galaxy. The Quran mentions
the orbit of the Sun:


“IT IS HE WHO CREATED NIGHT AND DAY, THE SUN AND THE MOON,
EACH FLOATING IN ITS ORBIT.”[21:33]

The Quran would have been wrong according to astronomers just
a couple of decades ago. But we now know that the Quranic account
of the Sun’s motion is consistent with modern Astronomy.


  
7: THE OCEAN


The Quran uses imagery to covey its deep meanings, here it
describes the state of the unbelievers as:


“DARKNESS OUT IN A DEEP OCEAN WHICH IS COVERED BY WAVES,
ABOVE WHICH ARE WAVES, ABOVE WHICH ARE CLOUDS, LAYERS OF DARKNESS,
ONE UPON THE OTHER. WHEN ONE PUTS OUT HIS HAND [THEREIN], HE CAN
HARDLY SEE IT. THOSE GOD GIVES NO LIGHT TO, THEY HAVE NO
LIGHT.”[24:40]

It is commonly thought that waves only occur on the surface of
the ocean. However, oceanographers have discovered that there are
internal waves that take place below the surface of the ocean.
These waves are invisible to the human eye, and can only be
detected by specialist equipment. The Quran mentions darkness in a
deep ocean above which are waves, above which are waves, then
clouds above that. This description is not only remarkable because
it describes the internal waves in the ocean, but also because it
describes darkness deep in the ocean. A human being can dive no
more than 70 metres without breathing equipment. Light is present
at that depth, but if we go down 1000 metres it is completely dark
. 1400 years ago there were no submarines or specialist equipment
to discover internal waves or the darkness deep inside the
oceans.


  
8: LYING & MOVEMENT


There was a cruel oppressive tribal leader named Abu Jahl who
lived during the time of Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him). Allah revealed a verse of the Quran to warn
him:


“NO INDEED! IF HE DOES NOT STOP, WE WILL SEIZE HIM BY THE
FOREHEAD, HIS LYING, SINFUL FOREHEAD.”[96:15-16]


  
Allah does not call this person a liar, but calls his
forehead (the front part of the brain) ‘lying’ and ‘sinful’, and
warns him to stop.


This verse is significant for two reasons. The first is that
the front part of our brain is responsible for voluntary movement.
This is known as the frontal lobe.

A book titled 
‘Essentials of Anatomy and Physiology’ which
includes the results of research on the functions of this area
states:


  
THE MOTIVATION AND THE FORESIGHT TO PLAN AND INITIATE MOVEMENTS
OCCUR IN THE ANTERIOR PORTION OF THE FRONTAL LOBES, THE PREFRONTAL
AREA. THE PART OF THE BRAIN THAT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR MOVEMENT IS
SAID TO BE SEIZED IF THE MAN DOES NOT STOP.


Secondly, numerous studies have shown that this same region
(frontal lobe) is responsible for the lying function of the brain.
One such study at the University of Pennsylvania in which
volunteers were asked questions during a computerized
interrogation, it was found that when the volunteers were lying
there was significantly increased activity in the prefrontal and
premotor cortices. The front part of the brain is responsible for
movement and lying. The Quran links movement and lying to this
area. These functions of the frontal lobe were discovered with
medical imaging equipment which was developed in the 20th
century.


  
9: PAIN RECEPTORS


For a long time it was thought that the sense of feeling and
pain was dependent on the brain. However, it has been discovered
that there are pain receptors present in the skin. Without these
pain receptors, a person would not be able to feel pain.

Consider the following verse on pain:


“WE SHALL SEND THOSE WHO REJECT OUR REVELATIONS TO THE
(HELL) FIRE. WHEN THEIR SKINS HAVE BEEN BURNED AWAY, WE SHALL
REPLACE THEM WITH NEW ONES SO THAT THEY MAY CONTINUE TO FEEL THE
PAIN: GOD IS ALMIGHTY, ALL-WISE.”[4:56]

Allah tells the people who reject his message that when they
are in Hell and their skins are burnt off (so they can’t feel any
pain), he will give them new skins so that they continue to feel
the pain. The Quran makes it clear that pain is dependent upon the
skin. The discovery of pain receptors in the skin is a fairly
recent discovery for Biology.

CONCLUSION

These are just some of the many scientific facts found in the
Quran. It is important to note that the Quran is not a book of
science, but that it is consistent with science.

To claim that scientific facts in the Quran are due to
coincidence would be irrational. The best explanation is that God
revealed this knowledge to the Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him).

Just like the Quran contains knowledge about the natural
world, it also contains information about the inner dimensions of
our souls. It relates to our feelings, wants and needs. The Quran
informs us that we have a purpose in life, and that following
Allah’s guidance will lead us to inner peace in this life, and
Paradise in the hereafter. And that rejection of his message will
lead to depression in this life and Hellfire after death.


“WE SHALL SHOW THEM OUR SIGNS IN THE UNIVERSE AND WITHIN
THEMSELVES, UNTIL IT BECOMES CLEAR TO THEM THAT THIS IS THE TRUTH.
IS IT NOT ENOUGH THAT YOUR LORD IS THE WITNESS OF ALL
THINGS?”[QURAN 41:53]
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Why Muslims have to give
Dawah



  
Mu' meneen Brothers and Sisters,

  
As Salaam Aleikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh.  (May Allah's
Peace, Mercy and Blessings be upon all of you)

  


  

    

      
One of our brothers/sisters has asked this
question:
    
  

  

    
Assalamu Alaikum! Dear Brother i just want to know 4
Answers from u If u can provide me it will b a great favour for me
, 1. Why Muslims have to give Dawah 2.How should one give dawah
3.to whom should one give Dawah & 4. what r the losses if one
wont give dawah Jazak Allah Khair 
  

  


  
(There are may be some grammatical and spelling errors in the
above statement. The forum does not change anything from questions,
comments and statements received from our readers for circulation
in confidentiality.)

  


  

    
Answer:
  

  


  

    
Why Muslim have to give dawaah
  

  
In the name of Allah, We praise Him, seek His help and ask for
His forgiveness. Whoever Allah guides none can misguide, and
whoever He allows to fall astray, none can guide them aright. We
bear witness that there is no one (no idol, no person, no grave, no
prophet, no imam, no dai, nobody!) worthy of worship but Allah
Alone, and we bear witness that Muhammad (saws) is His
slave-servant and the seal of His Messengers.


  


  

    
Your Question-1: Why Muslims have to give Dawah
  

  
Allah says in the Holy Quran: Chapter 16, Surah An-Nahl Ayat
125:

  


  Invite to the Way of your Lord
 with wisdom and excellent admonition and argue with
people in the best manner. Your Lord knows best who has gone astray
from His Way and who is Rightly guided.

  


  
Allah says in the Holy Quran Chapter 3 Surah Ale Imran verse
110:

  
You (muslims) are the best community which has been raised for
the guidance of mankind. You enjoin what is right, forbid what is
evil, and you all believe in Allah Alone.

  


  
Whatever one believes to be good, or right, or profitable for
oneself, it is only natural and an extension of ones love that one
will invite ones loved ones to that good; similarly whatever one
believes to be evil or harmful, it is only natural that one will
warn ones loved ones to stay away from that evil.

  


  
Thus it is nothing but a natural extension of the belief of a
true believers that he will strive to invite his loved ones and all
those who are willing to listen to good caution to the eternal and
everlasting Gardens of Paradise and warn them regarding the
insurmountable evil of Hell Fire.

  


  
If one genuinely believes in the concept of the Hereafter,
Paradise and Hell, it is not conceivable that he/she will keep this
secret to himself; and if one keeps this secret to himself, either
his claim to love his fellow brothers/sisters is hollow or he
should re-check and re-examine the truth of his status of belief in
the Hereafter!

  


  
Allah Says in the Holy Quran Chapter 103 Surah Al-Asr verses
2-3:

  

2 Verily (every single) man is in loss!

  

3 Except such as have faith and do righteous
deeds, 

  and (join together) in the mutual
  teaching of the Truth
, and of patience and constancy.

  


  
Such is the importance and significance the Lord Most High has
laid on inviting their fellow brethren to the Truth of Al-Islam,
that He has Declared propagation of His Truth to mankind amongst
the four criteria for eternal success and salvation!

  

    
	Belief

    
	Righteous deeds

    
	to join or invite others to the Truth

    
	to enjoin patience and constancy.

  

  


  

    
Your Question-2: How should one give dawah
    

  

  


  

    

      

        


      
    
  
  


  
Although there are several ways one may invite or propagate
the Truth to their brethren, the absolutely best and most effective
way is by example: that is, first and foremost to strive to
implement the deen of Allah on oneself and thus raise oneself to
that high moral character that would do justice to ones claim of
being a muslim.

  


  
One may choose to verbally invite ones brethren to the Truth,
or if one is not proficient of speech, one may present their
brethren with a copy of the Glorious Quran, or good Islamic
literature, or in this day and age a good cassette which explains
the dictates of the Quran and Sunnah, or even to guide them towards
good web-sites, etc. When one sincerely strives on the path of
dawah, one will discover innumerable ways to best present the
Message of the Lord to his fellow brethren.

  


  
When inviting their brethren to the Truth, one should be
careful and abstain from forcing others to believe.for the duty
laid upon the believers is simply to present the deen of Allah to
their brethren in the best possible manner. To accept or reject the
invitation or believe or disbelieve in the Truth is and should
always be left to the sole discretion of the one being
invited.

  


  
Allah Says in the Holy Quran Chapter 2 Surah Baqarah verse
256:

  

256 Let there be no compulsion in the deen. Truth
stands out clear from error; whoever rejects evil and believes in
Allah hath grasped the Most Trustworthy Hand-hold that never
breaks! And Allah Hears and Knows all things.

  


  
On the Day of Judgment, the Lord Most High will never question
or hold the believers accountable for how many people they
converted to His Way; but without an iota of a doubt, the Majestic
Lord will indeed account whether or not the one who professed
belief invited others to His Straight Path.

  


  

    
Your Question-3:to whom should one give Dawah
  

  
Allah says in the Holy Quran Chapter 66 Surah Tahreem verse
6:

  
O you who have believed, 

  save yourselves and your families
 from a Fire whose fuel shall be men and stones; over
which shall be appointed fierce and stern angels, who never disobey
Allahs Command, and they only do as they are commanded!

  


  
First and foremost one should strive and save oneself and
those within his immediate care; then with ones extended family,
ones loved ones, friends, colleagues, and almost anyone who is
willing to listen to good caution.

  


  

    
Your Question-4: what r the losses if one wont give
dawah
    

  

  
The absolute biggest loss of not propagating the Truth to
others would be to imply that one himself does not truly believe in
the Promises of their Lord Creator and the inevitable concept of
the Hereafter, Paradise and Hell; for if one indeed truly believed,
it is neither possible, nor conceivable, nor natural that one would
keep this as a secret to himself and not warn others of the
impending trial and tribunal of the Lord Most Majestic!

  


  
Allah Says in the Holy Quran Chapter 7 Surah Aaraaf verse
164:

  

164 When some of them said: "why do ye preach to a
people whom Allah will destroy or visit with a terrible
punishment?"Said the preachers: "

  to discharge our duty to our Lord
 and perchance they may fear Him."

  


  
The second major loss would be that one would have to account
and present a reasonable excuse in the Majestic Presence and Court
of his Lord on that Tumultuous Day of Judgment for his in-action in
fulfilling this obligatory duty that the Lord Most High had laid
upon him!

  


  
Whatever written of Truth and benefit is only due to Allahs
Assistance and Guidance, and whatever of error is of me alone.
Allah Alone Knows Best and He is the Only Source of Strength.
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